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ROCK'N MALTA FUND 2026
Preamble
Festivals Malta is accepting applications for funds to support rock concerts, events and festivals organised in Malta under the auspices of its brand. The reference to Rock Music is applicable for all the sub-genres of rock music.
Applications close on Friday 21 November 2025 at noon. The event for which funds are applied for must take place in 2026. 
Session Budget:	€1,000,000.00
Maximum Eligible Amount per project:		     60% of the total cost of the project excluding VAT.
Disbursement:                                                             
· 50% upon signing of grant agreement.
· 25% upon the confirmation of the artists suggested.
· 25% following approval of final report.
Who can Apply
The fund is open to applicants who qualify as one of the following, irrespective of the size of the entity: 
i. Concert organiser(s)
ii. Festival Promoter(s) 
iii. Band(s) 
iv. Singer(s) 
v. NGO(s)
vi. Registered Voluntary Organisation(s)
Compliant	applications will first be reviewed in terms of the project’s eligibility by the appointed evaluators. Proposals which are not considered eligible in terms of the set criteria shall not be processed further and shall undergo no evaluation.
Kindly refer to Section 11 of this document for information regarding the applicability of State aid rules to applicants/projects. 

Eligibility 
i. To be eligible, applicants must fall in one of the categories as per clause 2. 
ii. During Evaluation, Projects where the main focus is not the music will automatically be awarded a lower ranking. The Priority for funding will be given to those events and projects where rock music is the main theme on the main stage.
iii. A minimum of 30% of the artists forming part of the lineup for each event must be local artists/bands.
iv. Events held on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve will not be considered.
v. Projects which have a Tribute band as their main act  will NOT be eligible for funding.
vi. Public Entities with or without a Line Vote cannot apply for this funding.
vii. Applicants must be legally entitled to operate in Malta for the project (e.g., Maltese VAT number or fiscal representative) and tax compliant.
viii. Applicants must not be considered as “undertakings in difficulty” as defined by Article 2 (18) of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER)[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  Refer to Section 11 below.] 

ix. Applicants must not be subject to any outstanding recovery orders following a previous Commission decision declaring an aid granted by Malta illegal and incompatible with the internal market. 
x. To be eligible, applicants must complete all documentation as listed in the Checklist.

Guidelines for the Project Proposal 
i. The proposal should demonstrate in detail how the project satisfies Festivals Malta’s assessment criteria.  A decision on funding will be made on the strength of the information submitted. 
ii. In the project proposal	 the applicant must include the following:	
a. An event description, which should not exceed 500 words. 
b. The venue proposed. Such venue must be approved by Festivals Malta. The latter shall have the right to oblige the applicant to change the venue according to its policy and as it may see fit. Festivals Malta binds itself to notify the applicant of such change as early as possible. 
c. A detailed organisation and role chart, including the names of those occupying each role. 
d. A detailed plan including timelines	 and execution workflow of the project. Inter alia, the plan should	clearly indicate the tasks performed by the applicant and those which will be outsourced out to third parties. 
e. A detailed business plan focusing on the following: 
· Business and financial model.
· Ticket prices including packages & concessions.
· A comprehensive list and a break-down of revenue streams, including inter alia, sponsorships, etc. 
· Full itemised list of expenses and costs, including the artist(s) performance fees, lights, audio, risk assessment, health & safety protocols, backline, hiring of venue, staff costs, etc.
· Projected profit and loss report.			
· Anticipated audience. 
· Insurance policy. 

f. A detailed marketing plan, including details on how the Festivals Malta brand will feature in all the marketing collateral.  
g. A declaration confirming they are not undertakings in difficulty as defined by Article 2 (18) of the GBER. 
h. A declaration confirming they are not subject to any outstanding recovery orders following a previous Commission decision declaring an aid granted by Malta illegal and incompatible with the internal market.
i. A declaration of the amounts (if any) received via Funding which constitutes State aid), together with a breakdown of the costs claimed under such funding, where applicable. In particular, the applicant must disclose all State aid (including State aid awarded under the GBER and de minimis aid) granted, approved or applied for, that covers the same eligible costs as those being claimed under this Fund.

Eligible Costs
The eligible costs shall be the following:
i. operating costs directly relating to the rock concert, event or festival, such as rent or lease of real estate and cultural venues, travel expenses, materials and supplies directly related to the rock concert, event or festival, architectural structures for exhibitions and stage sets, loan, lease and depreciation of tools, software and equipment, costs for access rights to copyright works and other related intellectual property rights protected contents, costs for promotion and costs incurred directly as a result of the rock concert, event or festival. Depreciation charges and the costs of financing are only eligible if they have not been covered by investment aid;

ii. costs for personnel working for the rock concert, event or festival; 

iii. costs for advisory and support services provided by outside consultants and service providers, incurred directly as a result of the rock concert, event or festival.
For the purposes of calculating aid intensity and eligible costs, all figures used shall be taken before any deduction of tax or other charge. Value added tax charged on eligible costs or expenses that is refundable under the applicable national tax law shall, however, not be taken into account for calculating aid intensity and eligible costs. The eligible costs shall be supported by documentary evidence which shall be clear, specific and contemporary. 
Aid payable in the future, including aid payable in several instalments, shall be discounted to its value at the moment it is granted. The eligible costs shall be discounted to their value at the moment the aid is granted. The interest rate to be used for discounting purposes shall be the discount rate applicable at the moment the aid is granted.

Conditions 
i. Projects must be submitted by eligible applicants that are legally entitled to operate in Malta for the project (e.g., Maltese VAT number or fiscal representative) and are tax compliant.” Applicants may be established in any EU/EEA Member State, and may also be individuals, as long as they fit within one of the categories outlined in Section 2 above. 
ii. Applicants must not be considered as “undertakings in difficulty” as defined by Article 2 (18) of the GBER. Applicants must fill in a declaration confirming they are not undertakings in difficulty.
iii. Applicants must not be subject to any outstanding recovery orders following a previous Commission decision declaring an aid granted by Malta illegal and incompatible with the internal market. Applicants must fill in a declaration confirming that they are not subject to any such outstanding recovery orders.
iv. Funds provided by the Rock ‘N Malta fund must be used for events happening in the Maltese islands only.
v. The funds allocated by	Festivals Malta shall never exceed 60% of the total cost	of the project, excluding VAT, however the amount of the support shall be at Festivals Malta's total discretion.
vi. In the case	where any	single applicant submits more than one project for evaluation, they may be granted a maximum cumulative amount of 60% of the total amount applied for, but in all cases, this shall not exceed €80,000 for their projects.
iv. The grant will be paid in three tranches, 50% upon signature of the contract, 25% upon confirmation of the artists	proposed and 25% following approval of final report, which must be sent to Festivals Malta by not later than 10(ten) working days from the date of the event.
v. The applicant shall conduct all financial transactions transparently and in full conformity with all tax and other applicable laws. Festivals Malta shall have the right to audit the accounts of the event at any point before and after its execution. The applicant shall be obliged to supply all the information requested by Festivals Malta. 
vi. In terms of branding, the Rock‘N Malta brand must feature as supporter as follows:
a. If Festivals Malta provides 40-60%	of the cost	of the project, the Rock‘N Malta logo must feature as the main patron of the event on all marketing materials of the event.  The Festivals Malta logo must also appear in the list of supporters.
b. If Festivals Malta provides 20-40%	of the cost	of the project, the Rock‘N Malta logo must feature as a second-tier supporter, whereas the Festival Malta logo shall appear with all the other supporters of the event. 
c. If Festivals Malta provides 5-20% of the cost of the project, the Rock‘N Malta and Festivals Malta logos must feature with the other supporters of the event on all marketing material.
vii. Festivals Malta shall provide the Branding guidelines together with the Contract. Festivals Malta shall have full discretion on how its branding is	projected before, during and after the event.	
viii. Festivals Malta and Rock‘N Malta	feather flags will be provided to the Organisers prior to	the event and must feature at the event. These must be returned after the event.
ix. Festivals Malta will only support projects that fall under the Rock Genre, and that according to the adjudicating	committee	guarantee excellence in all aspects of the event's execution, be it artistic, organisational,	and financial.	The applicant must explain how this goal will be reached and concretely show his/her commitment to it. 
 
x. Should the organiser require a change in the artists proposed, they may do so upon confirmation by the Selection Board. Any replacement performer must fall under the Rock genre and on the same level of the originally proposed artist. The Organisers must submit changes for the requests in artists as soon as they are aware of such need.  The Selection Board shall have the ultimate say on whether to accept such changes or otherwise.
xi. Festivals Malta may alter or withdraw a grant if the change in the project is not considered reasonable in relation to the initial proposal or if they are not informed within reasonable time of the changes.  Any changes to the original application must be approved in writing by Festivals Malta.
xii. Festivals Malta will be monitoring the progress of the Organisers throughout the process.  Should organiser fail to carry out the project/opt to not hold the concert in 2026, they must refund the funds already provided in full.
xiii. Should funds be returned by the 30th of April 2026, Festivals Malta reserves the right to issue a call-off to the Organisers who still would be organising the events proposed for the possibility of increasing artists/shows in line with their proposed project.
xiv. The applicant must show how they plan to adhere to all applicable health and safety regulations and laws.	Depending	on the nature of the event and the venue, and with sufficient advance notice, Festivals Malta retains the right to add ad hoc supplementary regulations in this respect. 
xv. In the interest of the public attending such events, the applicants must carry out a risk assessment prior to the event which must be sent to Festivals Malta before the event. 
xvi. The Applicant must carry out certification of	the stage, any platforms, and other structures by a competent	authority. Festivals Malta reserves the right to request a copy of the certification should the need arise.  
xvii. The applicant will be obliged to provide complimentary tickets to Festivals Malta. The number of which shall be determined by the latter. 
xviii. During the	event, representatives of Festivals Malta carrying an identification	tag may attend and shall be granted the facility to monitor the event. The representatives shall be given access to all the areas during the event.
xix. The applicant himself/herself must attend and complete with success any specialised training sessions in the field	that may be organised by Festivals Malta or that Festivals Malta deems necessary. 
xx. Due consideration will be given to applications that are accompanied by the applicant's detailed track record in	the field. This section shall include information and supporting documentation of similar events organised in the past. 
xxi. Projects receiving funding from other Government entities may be considered. However,	Festivals Malta shall be advised immediately regarding funding by Government entities, and amounts provided as soon as funding from other sources is provided. 
xxii. A Grant Agreement including all the listed conditions in this call will be signed between Festivals Malta and the successful applicant prior to any funds being issued.
xxiii. Festivals Malta shall not be considered as the organiser of the event applied for through this fund. All relevant permits and legal obligations pertain to the applicant that is considered as the sole organiser of the event.
Submission Time Frames and Evaluation Dates 
i. An evaluation committee will be set up to assess the submissions in accordance with all of the above criteria. The evaluation committee will meet by end of November 2025 at the latest to evaluate the submissions. 
ii. The evaluation committee binds itself to issue the results of the evaluation within ten (10) working days following its evaluation date. The result may be communicated to the applicant in a written and/or electronic format.  
iii. Applications must be delivered online via the Festivals Malta website www.festivals.mt by not later than 12.00hrs (noon) of the Friday 21 November 2025. 
Evaluation Process  
i. While mandatory material must be submitted by the stipulated deadlines, Festivals Malta retains the right to request additional material from the applicants during the assessment phase. Festivals Malta may ask the applicant to attend a meeting or pitching session with the adjudicators.		
ii. All the conditions listed in this application will be taken into consideration during the evaluation process. 
iii. The results of each respective call (successful, unsuccessful, and ineligible applications) will be issued on the date indicated in the submission timeframes. No information on the evaluation process will be	released before the official result notification. Any form of soliciting will automatically disqualify an application.  
iv. All information received by Festivals Malta will be considered confidential, both during and after the	evaluation	process. Provisions on data protection and confidentiality for successful projects will be included in the Grant Agreement.  
v. The decision by the Evaluation Board is final	and without the right	of appeal.
Project Implementation and Monitoring  
i. Beneficiaries will be formally notified with the result, the amount of funding granted for the realisation of the project, and any other conditions related to the grant.		
ii. The successful applicants accept that his/her name, project title and the grant awarded may be published by Festivals Malta. 
iii. A legally binding project support agreement,	between Festivals Malta and the	beneficiary will detail the conditions and amount of funding.  
iv. In all cases, payments will be processed after the signing of the contract as indicated in clause 5. 
v. The grant received must be used solely for the purpose for which it is awarded, in line with the submitted project, the approval correspondence and project support agreement. The beneficiaries must advise Festivals Malta immediately if changes affecting the nature of the project take place during implementation.
vi. Festivals Malta may alter or withdraw a grant if the change in the project is not considered reasonable in relation to the initial proposal or if they are not informed within reasonable time of the changes.  Any changes to the original application must be approved in writing by Festivals Malta.
vii. Festivals Malta will be monitoring the progress of the Organisers throughout the process. Should Organiser fail to carry out the project/opt to not hold the concert in 2026, they must refund the funds provided by the entity upon the signature of the Contract in Full.
viii. Should funds be returned by the 30th of April 2026, Festivals Malta reserves the right to issue a call-off to the Organisers who still would be organising the events proposed for the possibility of increasing artists /shows in line with their proposed project.	
ix. Festivals Malta retains the right to change or add new conditions to the agreement during its implementation if this is deemed necessary for the proper management of the grant and the sound administration and success of the project. 	
Project Report 
i. Upon completion of each project,	the beneficiaries will be asked to	submit a detailed report on the project carried out.
ii. The Beneficiaries must	 also submit copies of	any relevant marketing, publicity	or informative material developed for the funded project, including photographic evidence and press releases/conferences, etc.
iii. Beneficiaries must also submit a detailed income and expenditure of the project as compared with the detailed	project budget submitted with the application.	
iv. Submission	of this material should be completed within	1(one) month of project completion. Festivals Malta retain the right to make use of submitted project material.	

	Applicability of State Aid Rules 
Assistance awarded under this Fund will give rise to State aid implications in the case of applicants that carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, as well as to applications proposing an event involving an economic activity. In such cases, assistance will be granted in line with the applicable State aid rules as outlined below.    
On the other hand, no State aid implications will arise in the case of applicants that do not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, and in the case of applications proposing events which do not involve an economic activity. 
11.1 State Aid rules applicable for applicants that carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, and to applications proposing an event involving an economic activity 
The State Aid scheme will be implemented in line with the provisions of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 187/1, 26.6.2014), as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/1084 of 14 June 2017 amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 as regards aid for port and airport infrastructure, notification thresholds for aid for culture and heritage conservation and for aid for sport and multifunctional recreational infrastructures, and regional operating aid schemes for outermost regions and amending Regulation (EU) No 702/2014 as regards the calculation of eligible costs (OJ L 156/1, 20.6.2017), by Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/972 of 2 July 2020 amending Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 as regards its prolongation and amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 as regards its prolongation and relevant adjustments (OJ L 215/3, 7.7.2020), by Commission Regulation (EU) 2021/1237 of 23 July 2021 amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 270/39, 29.7.2021), and by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 of 23 June 2023 amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty and Regulation (EU) 2022/2473 declaring certain categories of aid to undertakings active in the production, processing and marketing of fishery and aquaculture products compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 167/1, 30.6.2023), and as may be subsequently amended [hereinafter referred to as the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER)], particularly Article 53 thereof.
In line with Article 1 of the GBER, assistance will not be granted in the following cases:  
· aid to export-related activities towards third countries or Member States, namely aid directly linked to the quantities exported, to the establishment and operation of a distribution network or to other current costs linked to the export activity;
· aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods.
Furthermore, no aid will be awarded to:
a) the fishery and aquaculture sector, as covered by Regulation (EU) 1379/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council;
b) the primary agricultural production sector;
c) the sector of processing and marketing of agricultural products, in the following cases:
i. where the amount of the aid is fixed on the basis of the price or quantity of such products purchased from primary producers or put on the market by the undertakings concerned; 
ii. where the aid is conditional on being partly or entirely passed on to primary producers;
d) facilitate the closure of uncompetitive coal mines, as covered by Council Decision No 2010/787/EU;
Where an undertaking is active in the excluded sectors as referred to in points (a), (b) or (c) above and in sectors which fall within the scope of the General Block Exemption Regulation, the GBER applies to aid granted in respect of the latter sectors or activities, provided that Festivals Malta will ensure by appropriate means, such as separation of activities or distinction of costs, that the activities in the excluded sectors do not benefit from the aid granted in accordance with this Fund.
It will be ensured that this Fund will not entail by itself, by the conditions attached to it or by its financing method, a non-severable violation of Union law. In particular: 
a) the granting of aid is not subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to have its headquarters in Malta or to be predominantly established in Malta. However, the requirement to have an establishment or branch in Malta at the moment of payment of the aid, is allowed;
b) the granting of aid is not subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to use nationally produced goods or national services.
As outlined above, aid will not be awarded to ‘undertakings in difficulty’. In line with Article 2(18) GBER, an 'undertaking in difficulty' means an undertaking in respect of which at least one of the following circumstances occurs:
a) In the case of a limited liability company (other than an SME that has been in existence for less than three years), where more than half of its subscribed share capital has disappeared as a result of accumulated losses. This is the case when deduction of accumulated losses from reserves (and all other elements generally considered as part of the own funds of the company) leads to a negative cumulative amount that exceeds half of the subscribed share capital. For the purposes of this provision, "limited liability company" refers in particular to the types of company mentioned in Annex I of Directive 2013/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council and "share capital" includes, where relevant, any share premium.
b) In the case of a company where at least some members have unlimited liability for the debt of the company (other than an SME that has been in existence for less than three years), where more than half of its capital as shown in the company accounts has disappeared as a result of accumulated losses. For the purposes of this provision, "a company where at least some members have unlimited liability for the debt of the company" refers in particular to the types of company mentioned in Annex II to Directive 2013/34/EU.
c) Where the undertaking is subject to collective insolvency proceedings or fulfils the criteria under its domestic law for being placed in collective insolvency proceedings at the request of its creditors.
d) Where the undertaking has received rescue aid and has not yet reimbursed the loan or terminated the guarantee, or has received restructuring aid and is still subject to a restructuring plan.
e) In the case of an undertaking that is not an SME, where, for the past two years:
1. the undertaking’s book debt to equity ratio has been greater than 7.5 and
2. the undertaking's EBITDA interest coverage ratio has been below 1.0.
The maximum amount of aid granted will not exceed the threshold indicated in Article 4(1)(z) GBER.
In line with Article 8 of the General Block Exemption Regulation, the following rules on cumulation will be respected:
· In determining whether thresholds and the maximum aid intensity established in the GBER are respected, the total amount of State aid for the concert/event/festival, shall be taken into account;

· State aid awarded under this Fund may be cumulated with any other State aid, as long as those measures concern different identifiable eligible costs, and with any other State aid, in relation to the same eligible costs, partly or fully overlapping, only if such cumulation does not result in exceeding the highest aid intensity applicable to this aid under the GBER;

· State aid awarded under this Fund shall not be cumulated with any de minimis aid in respect of the same eligible costs if such cumulation would result in an aid intensity exceeding that laid down in the GBER.
Applicants must declare whether they are in receipt of any other State aid.   
Festivals Malta will maintain detailed records with the information and supporting documentation necessary to establish that all the conditions laid down in the GBER are fulfilled. Such records shall be kept for 10 years from the date on which the last aid was granted under the Fund.

11.2	Non-State aid option 
Applicants that do not carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU may also apply for this Fund. 
Applications proposing events which do not involve an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU may also be submitted for funding.  
In both cases, the rules outlined in Section 11.1 above will not be applicable.

Submission Checklist
[bookmark: Check1]|_| Name of Applicant (Applicant must be the person authorised to sign the agreement and receive the funds on behalf of)
[bookmark: Check2]|_| Copy of ID Card
[bookmark: Check3]|_| Contact Number
[bookmark: Check4]|_| Email address
[bookmark: Check5]|_| Category of applicant
[bookmark: Check6]|_| Document proving applicant is tax compliant by date of application
[bookmark: Check7]|_| Event Description
[bookmark: Check8]|_| Artists proposed (30% of which must be local)
[bookmark: Check9]|_| Venue Proposed
[bookmark: Check10]|_| Organisation and Role Chart
[bookmark: Check11]|_| Business Plan including all items requested in Clause 4.e
[bookmark: Check12]|_| Project Management Plan
[bookmark: Check13]|_| Declaration of adherence to health and safety regulations and laws
[bookmark: Check14]|_| Detailed Marketing plan
[bookmark: Check15]|_| Declaration confirming applicants are not undertakings in difficulty as defined by Article 2 (18) of the GBER.
[bookmark: Check16]|_| Declaration confirming they are not subject to any outstanding recovery orders following a previous Commission decision declaring an aid granted by Malta illegal and incompatible with the internal market.
[bookmark: Check17][bookmark: _Hlk209764574]|_| A declaration of the amounts (if any) received via Funding which constitutes State aid, together with a breakdown of the costs claimed under such funding, where applicable. In particular, the applicant must disclose all State aid (including State aid awarded under the GBER and de minimis aid) granted, approved or applied for, that covers the same eligible costs as those being claimed under this Fund. 
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